Christianity

Evil and Suffering


Christians believe that God wants to help those who suffer and the NT teaches that Jesus thought evil and suffering was something to be fought against. He healed the sick and fed the hungry which are regarded as ways of suffering.


Christians believe that they should follow Jesus’ examples and remove evil and suffering. They think that praying for those who suffer will help.


Also they include intercessionary prayers during church services which pray for those who suffer.


Christians also respond by helping those who suffer, e.g. by being doctors or nurses or by joining organisations such as Christian Aid.


Some Christians would also say that evil isn’t God’s fault and that it is the fault of humans misusing their free will.


Others believe that evil and suffering is part of God’s plan and that this life is a preparation for the next.


Another response is that we cannot understand why God has not done anything about evil and suffering as we do not know how God’s mind works.








Life after Death


Resurrection of the body (Evangelical Protestants) think that after death the body remains in the ground until God ends the world on the Last Day, which will follow the second coming of Jesus (the Parousia). When this happens the dead will be raised and the living and the dead will be given resurrection bodies.


Everyone will then appear before God to be judged, based on their beliefs and how they have lived on earth. Those Christians who are born again and have repented their sins will go straight to heaven for eternity; everyone else will go to hell for eternity as they have rejected God’s love.


The reason for this belief is that St Paul teaches we will have a resurrection body, the Creeds say that Christians should believe in the resurrection of the body and that Jesus will come again to judge the living and the dead, and that Jesus rose physically from the dead on Easter Sunday and that his resurrection body was different to his earthly body as Mary didn’t recognise him in the garden and thought he as the gardener.


Immortality of the soul-many Christians believe this as it means that people are made up of a body and a soul and that that the soul is non-material and immortal. They believe that when the body dies the soul leaves the body to be with God.


They believe that the spirit world is one where God can be experienced in a much more immediate way than on earth and that the nature of the afterlife is determined by the way people live on earth.


Some believe that good Christians will go to heaven while others will go to a spiritual form of hell.


Other Christians do not believe in hell and that all souls have the opportunity to learn from their mistakes and so there are different levels of heaven until they reach the presence of God.


Other Christians believe that all good people will go to heaven, whatever their beliefs and that all evil people will go to hell.


This belief is held because after his ascension, Jesus became a spirit and went into the spirit world, Jesus told the thief crucified with him that he would go straight to heaven, the evidence of the paranormal and that there are references to Moses and Abraham being communicated with in the Gospels and so they must be living in a spiritual world.


Many Christians believe in a mixture of the two as we live on after death and we will be judged.








