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Survival pod mini project



















TASK

• DEVELOP A SPECIFICATION (DESIGN 

CRITERIA) FOR A SURVIVAL POD



• List activities in your living day, eg eating, 

washing, practicing the javelin…

• Act out each process and consider the 

absolute minimum required space

• Consider future issues such as energy, 

overpopulation etc.
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Task

• BEGIN A DIGITAL PORTFOLIO 

(EG POWERPOINT)

OF DESIGN IDEAS FOR A 

SURVIVAL POD



Y12 mini project 1

• On return to school in September you 

will be finalising and presenting ideas

• You will be prototype modelling your 

developed proposal



• Use different methods to produce a range 

of ideas for the pod

– Eg, using squared paper, layout paper, CAD, 

lego

– Design in plan view/ side view/ isometric

– Consider the overall form of the pod, will it 

tesselate, or float, or be towed? 
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Page 12 Initial Design Ideas Design 3

I thought that each storage section could 

contain a different colour interior. So when 

the whole table is packed away it will just 

have a professional wooden finish but when 

the panel are slid across a multi coloured 

interior will be revealed. 

My initial thoughts for this design 

was that there would be a cube 

or cuboid shape that would have 

four equal sized square draws 

that could slide off the top section 

to reveal a storage area 

underneath.

I realised I would have to 

decrease the size of the upper 

lip section so that the square 

panels on the runners would get 

back to their original position 

and the storage couldn’t be 

seen then it was all folded 

away.

The way that the square 

sections slide out I knew I 

would have to think about 

runners and how I could 

design them to move in the 

easiest way. To stop them 

from sliding completely off I 

designed it so that each 

panel has a lip on the outside 

so that it fits back into its 

correct position.

As the table goes through its life with the buyer its 

use will change and alter, I chose the coloured 

interior so that it will add colour to a boring 

university room and also so that it is interesting for 

young children when the buyer may start a family 

and have it in their living room.

The coloured 

interior storage 

sections could be 

made from coloured 

acrylic so that a 

variety of colours 

could be achieved. 

The exterior would 

be wooden but it 

would have to be 

relatively light 

weight wood such 

as pine so that the 

whole table wouldn’t 

be too heavy.
I may have to develop this design to 

accommodate for a seating space as there is 

no room to pull a chair up to it unless you work 

on the extended section.

I drew some preliminary ideas and I thought 

about if I should have one large storage area 

or split it up into four separate sections. I 

decided that the four separate sections would 

be more practical so that the user can have 

different sections for different  things they 

need to store.
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Design Development -

Modelling

I started modelling my developed 

table design with the stools and the 

cross base, initially I modelled it in 

Pro desktop to visualise the sizing 

and dimensions of the table.

With the cross support 

section I should have 

modelled it  in CAD with 

the two pieces slotting 

together because that 

is how it will be made. 

However I did model 

the bottom piece of 

wood with routered out 

sections so that the 

cross can slot in.

When modelling with 

the foam board I got 

to grips with the 

actual dimensions of 

this table. I make a 

scale model of 10:1 

From the scale model I found that the cube 

looked rather flat and I came up with the 

ideas that I could have the table to look as if 

it is levitating, I would achieve this by putting 

small feet in the bottom, also this would 

mean that the whole based wont be on the 

floor at the same time as this could damage 

a carpet or flooring. 

I wanted the top of the table to 

rotate out like in design 5, in my 

modelling I used a piece of dowel to 

act as the rotation point and also 

made a small slot for the dowel to 

be placed in and rotate in.
With my Pro desktop designing I was 

able to look more into the  form that the 

top storage section will take. I changed 

the sizing's and depth of different holes, 

I varied the width of the storage walls to 

see which ones looked more 

aesthetically pleasing and which 

dimensions look more appropriate.

I tried to make all the 

dimensions of the table 

correct to my initial idea of 

the full scale sizing of the 

real product. I incorporated 

the stools into the overall 

Pro desktop design so the 

whole table could be seen 

in this way. 

I initially tried to model a stool from foam board but I wasn’t 

able to round off the edges because foam board cant be 

sanded very easily. Therefore I changed and modelled some 

stool from Styrofoam so that I could make them rounded and 

as realistic as possible.
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