




Punishment


Hindus believe that criminals should be punished as it is part of dharma that society should operate fairly and smoothly and part of a leader’s dharma is to punish those who break the law.


Hinduism teaches that everyone has the right to carry out the duty connected to their stage in life and these duties cannot be carried out if criminals make it impossible to protect your family.


Many Hindus believe punishment should involve some sort of retribution (criminals should pay for what they have done).


They believe this because the Vedas and Upanishads say crime is a sin against nature and should be punished and the Mahabharata says that a ruler has to punish criminals.








Capital Punishment


Many Hindus think that it can and should be used for convicted murderers as it both deters criminals and protects society.


They believe this because in the Vedas it says ahimsa doesn’t apply to criminals or enemies in war. 


Other Hindus do not believe in capital punishment because Gandhi taught the ahimsa means no violence to anyone and also because of the non-religious arguments against capital punishment.





Infertility treatments


Most Hindu couples long for children, especially a son and if couples are infertile then it is encouraged that they adopt from a family member. This is often accepted in India but UK Hindus do not always want to do this and are opting for embryo technology. Hindus have no problem with AIH and IVF because these are just using medicine to bring about the family life that Hindus want. Also because the egg and sperm come from the couple and the discarded embryos are not foetuses and do not have a soul.


However, AID and embryo donation are not allowed as caste is passed down through the father and so a person’s caste could change if this happens and some also disagree with surrogacy and egg donation because of this reason.





Genetic Engineering


Many Hindus see it as a good thing as long as it helps to cure diseases and not make ‘perfect humans’.


Hindus support it because they should do all they can to cure diseases Also  the dharma of a doctor is to improve human life and this can include genetic engineering.


Also if embryos are used in research this is ok as they cannot be regarded as potential human life until they are 14 days old.


Other Hindus are oposed to it as they believe it is breaking the law of karma. If someone is intended to suffer from a disease then this is because of bad actions in a previous life and should deal with it as they will only have to suffer it again in the future.





Transplant surgery


Most Hindus allow transplant surgery and carry donor cards because they believe that the body isn’t important, it is the soul that matters, and as the soul is immortal, it doesn’t matter what is taken away. They may also agree with non-religious reasons in favour of transplant surgery.


Other Hindus are opposed to it in any form because they think that transplants are trying to break the law of karma and  ahimsa and are worried that the poor may be tempted to sell their organs.








