




Creation


Some Hindus believe that God created the universe, whereas others believe that the universe is part of God and has always existed.


Whatever belief they have they believe that God is part of the earth and present in nature.


As the earth has God in it, Hindus respect the earth and all of the living things on it.





Stewardship


Hindus don’t really talk about stewardship but they believe that we should look after the earth. They believe you should have respect for life because in his avatars Vishnu appeared as a fish, tortoise, lion and a boar and Krishna was a cowherd. Also because of ahimsa many Hindus believe you should be vegetarian.


They also have respect for nature as the 3rd ashrama is the forest dweller as the forests are places of pure nature and you can find union with God there.


They believe that everyone should be trying to reduce pollution and try to share out resources, however, some Hindus believe that the interests of humans should come first.





Animal Rights


Hindus regard cows as sacred and will not harm or eat them and in many Indian states the killing of cows is banned.


Hindus regard cows as sacred because Shiva rides on a bull, Krishna works as a cowherd and cows provide so much in life-milk, butter, yoghurt, transport, dung for manure, fuel and building materials.


All animals should be looked after as everything has an atman, the belief in reincarnation and karma means that those who slaughter will be slaughtered and animals are closely connected to the Gods.





War


Hindus are dedicated to peace, at the end of all prayers they pray for peace of mind, body, from natural disasters and from other people.


Hindus are generally very tolerant of others and their ideas and believe that violence in any form is wrong. This is because of the belief of ahimsa. Also Ghandi’s idea of truth force shows that pacifism can work as a way of removing justice and the evidence of war shows that it solves very little.


Some Hindus believe in a ‘Just War’ and this is one fought in self-defence or to remove injustice. The Law of Manu has strict rules about war, including that women and children and civilians shouldn’t be hurt and anyone who surrenders should not be harmed. The reasons for this are that the Bhagavad-Gita says that warriors must fight in ‘Just wars’ and there are many stories of battles in the Hindu scriptures and in the caste system the warrior is the second most important caste.





Forgiveness and reconciliation


Some Hindus don’t believe in forgiveness as everyone suffers according to their previous life.


Many believe it is wrong to hold grudges and that it is better for your soul to forgive those who have done something wrong.


They believe this because it says in the Upanishads that the soul is in danger if you do no forgive and many swamis teach helps in the process of moksha.








Justice


Based on the belief in dharma (religious, social and moral duty).


Justice also includes the belief in ahimsa and stya (truth).


For many Hindus this means justice in terms of promoting the equal treatment of all people, freedom in religion, and equal political rights.


Gandhi based his campaign for India’s independence and welfare for all on justice.


They believe in justice because to gain moksha which involves fulfilling their dharma and the scriptures encourage people to work for justice.








